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ELECTORAL REFORM — REPRESENTATION — REGIONS 
532. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
Given that the Premier denied that electoral reform was on his agenda seven times before the last election, how 
can he possibly consider introducing legislation to reduce regional representation without going back to the people 
of Western Australia with a referendum on this question? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I have a few things to say about this, but I welcome the first question from the Leader of the Liberal Party in 
four months; he has broken a record. 
I have a few things to say. I will explain it again. At the state election, Mr Wilson Tucker was elected in the Mining and 
Pastoral Region with 98 votes. The Nationals WA received 4 795 votes in the Mining and Pastoral Region but did 
not get a member elected. The National Party got hundreds of times the votes that Mr Tucker received but it did not 
get a member elected. That is a failed system that needs to be reformed. We took the issue to Mr McCusker and 
asked him to review the system as it stood. Obviously, like most Australians, we are in favour of equality and fairness. 
That is what we stand for. Australians believe in equality and fairness. The system in the upper house as it currently 
stands allows for some people’s votes to be worth six times other people’s votes—six times. The vote of someone 
in my electorate is worth one-sixth of the vote of someone in the electorate of North West Central, for instance. They 
have one-sixth the voting power. In effect, they have six votes and someone in the city has one vote. The anomalies 
do not stop there. The anomalies are extraordinary. I was not aware that someone in Kalgoorlie has one and a half times 
the vote of someone in Esperance. Esperance is further from the city, without direct flights, yet someone in Kalgoorlie 
has one and a half times the vote of someone in Esperance. Someone in Wundowie, which is eight and a half kilometres 
from Wooroloo, has four times the voting power. Someone in Northam, which is 95 kilometres from the city, has 
2.4 times the voting power of someone in Denmark, which is 416 kilometres from the city. How does that make 
sense to anyone? As I said, the vote of somebody in the electorate of North West Central is worth six times the vote 
of someone in the Leader of the Liberal Party’s electorate of Cottesloe. Back in the 1990s, when he was President of 
the Liberal Party, he was on the record as supporting one vote, one value. Admittedly, he is not quite as recognisable 
now as he was then, but that was his view. He is on record in the federal Parliament as supporting one vote, one value. 
Now he says something completely different. 
The other argument I have heard expressed by people is that somehow the change would result in a loss of regional 
representation. That is not true. We will go from six upper house members to 37 upper house members representing 
the regions. That is what the new system will do. Wherever people live around the state, they will go from six upper 
house members to 37 upper house members representing them. That is what will happen under this new system. 
I heard an argument expressed by some people that electorate officers and resources will go to the city. I want 
to explain to them what happened under the old system. A member of this house was once a member for the 
Agricultural Region in the upper house. That was the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Mia Davies. This is 
a picture of her electorate office when she was a member for the Agricultural Region in the state Parliament. 
This electorate office and all of her resources were in Parliament Place across the road from the state Parliament. 
There it is. Not only that, she was on the first floor of the building. Her constituents in the Agricultural Region 
had to come to the centre of Perth to access their resources and then get through security and into the secure lift 
to get upstairs to see her staff. That is the commitment that these people have. Hon Steve Martin is a member 
for the Agricultural Region, a Liberal Party member. His office is at 31 Ord Street, West Perth. There it is. I can 
go through a great many Liberal and the Nationals WA MPs who had their offices over the road from Parliament 
when representing regional WA. What do they put in their offices? That is where their electorate staff go and 
that is where their resources are. 
As we know, a great many of the Liberal and National regional MPs live in the heart of the city. That is a fact. This 
idea that somehow the old system was providing additional resources out there is untrue because you, Leader of 
the Opposition, had your office in the heart of the city when you represented the Agricultural Region. 
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